Madison County Comprehensive Plan – Draft Outline

1. Introduction 

1.1. What is a Comprehensive Plan?
1.2. How was this Comprehensive Plan Developed?
2. Background Information and Trends 
2.1. Introduction
2.2. Population and Demographics Data and Trends
2.3. Incomes and Economic Status
3. Long-term Vision for the County 

3.1. Developing the Vision
3.2. Future Vision for Madison County
3.3. Realizing the Vision
4. Existing Land Use – 
4.1. Summary and Analysis of Current Land Use
4.2. Current Zoning Categories and Map 
5. Environmental Issues and Natural Resources – 
5.1. Regional Planning Context 

5.2. Environmental and Natural Resources Issues
· Water Resources (Rivers, streams, wetlands and watersheds)

· Topography

· Wildlife Habitat

· Forest Resources

· Public Lands and Recreation Resources
5.3. Strategies for Preserving Natural Resources while Accommodating Growth and Development (this may go in the Future Land Use/Growth Management sections)
6. Economic Development Strategies
6.1. Economic Trends and Resources

· Recent Economic Development and Marketing Studies
· Current Staff, Boards and Programs
· Other Local/Regional Economic Development Resources
6.2. Employment Trends and Analysis 
· Employment

· Employment Opportunities in Madison County

· Wages

· Employment vs. Unemployment

· Commuting Information
6.3. Strategies for strengthening business districts and providing more job opportunities in Madison County

7. Agriculture
7.1. Historical Context

7.2. Current State of Agriculture in Madison County

7.3. Current Programs Supporting and Promoting Local Agriculture

7.4. Future Vision for Agriculture and Rural Community Life in Madison County

7.5. Issues and Opportunities – Current and Emerging

7.6. Recommended Strategies to Sustain Agriculture in the County
8. Transportation System – 
8.1. Overview of the existing transportation system, plans and recommendations  
8.2. Opportunities for designating scenic routes
8.3. Assessment of how well the transportation system is meeting the mobility needs of the population (especially the elderly population)     

9. Housing 
9.1. Summary of existing housing stock
9.2. Projected future housing needs
9.3. Strategies to improve housing affordability
9.4. Minimum housing standards

10. Infrastructure / Utilities 
10.1. Existing and planned water and waste water infrastructure
10.2. Analysis of future water and waste water needs

10.3. Feasibility of coordinated/consolidated regional water and waste water systems 

10.4. Communications infrastructure – summary and analysis

10.5. Electricity infrastructure – existing and planned

10.6. Natural gas infrastructure – existing and planned   

11. Growth Management Strategies and Future Land Use  
11.1. Alternatives for managing growth 
11.2. Recommendations for future land use
11.3. Recommendations for zoning and land development ordinance revisions
11.4. Recommendations for policies and incentives
11.5. Recommendations for improving the development review and approval process

12. Capital Improvements 
12.1. Summary of existing capital plans
12.2. Recommendations for future capital expenditures/needs
12.3. Suggestions for working effectively with capital planning and construction consultants
13. Intergovernmental Coordination 
13.1. Opportunities for coordination on infrastructure, schools and other government services
13.2. Examples of successful models from other places
13.3. Opportunities for coordination between local governments and colleges 
14. Implementation 
14.1. Summary of plan recommendations, financing resources and strategies
14.2. Implementation schedule 
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